17 Aug 69 

Harold: 

Back from the wilds after a relaxing week, hut fruitless fishing. 

I ended up doing all the work for my nimrod hr other-in-law. But tin 
weather was good and I had a good time. 

Ho answer yet to Keating letter. I 3mow that I laid it on thick 
in my letter to her, hut I was hoping to stick pins in her conscience. 

I sent a copy of Roffman T s letter to Kichols, hut as yet hare gotten 
no reply. Hoffman says he learned of the incident from Thompson and 
later got confirmation from Marion Johnson. I ha,Ye a letter from Thompson 
related to another matter, hut in it he mentions getting his photos in 
(I think) February, 1967. I T 11 check that. Ithink it useless to try 
to tap Thompson for help. He is in Europe now, and hes never been very 
co-operative anyway. I agree : the term !T flake n does not diminish the 
incident. 

.1 found an article that mentions those arrested with Dempsey. Will 
send it later. They are: 

Rene J. Leon } K, Tlfllvl V 
Charles Smith] H/VT, ^ S 
Howard Kenneth Davis 
James Carlin 
Martin Casey 
Dunbaeh 
Simpson 
Edsens 
Kilby.. 

HuieVs shooting: You seem to understand the sighting-in process, 

so I T 11 say no more. True, pump auction cannot he bore sighted with the 
eye, hut. can he done fairly accurately at the store with an instrument 
like the Sight-O-Line (I said Bine -0 -Sight before) — within 4 inches of 
the target at 100 yards. Without at least sighting of this kind, Huie’s 
feat is impossible. Even with it, you can 1 1 he sure of zero until you 
shoot. The term "liar 11 may he too strong between you and the public, 
hut not between you and me. 

I hope you get Foreman good, Huie seem to me not much more than 
a scared or greedy punk in this matter — over his head in a pond with 
fish who can gobble him whole. But Foreman is something else, a crocadile 
doing the thing he likes best. 

Fragments in neck: I tend to think along lines of a small, light, 
fast bullet nothing at all like 399 — one of the so-called "varmind 
calibers 11 — that burs on contact with the right front quadrant of the 
trachea. That r s a guess, but a good one, I think, for such a bullet 
seems also to have struck JFK in the head. The Autopsy Report T s refer- 
ence to "no major part of a bullet" has no meaning. All those fragments 
in the neck may total the weight of a small bullet and constitute several 
xmakfccxxxts minor parts which, put together, make a whole bullet. 

The varmint calibers range in nm weight from 50 to 100 grains. Hot- 
withstanding Wecht’s statement, bullets of this type can and usually 
do burst on contact merely with flesh — they do not have to hit bones 
to fragment. A bullet like 399 must strike bone to fragment ( it was 
designed to remain intact, in accordance with international agreements 
dealing with warfare), but the soft nose or hollow point varmint ea,libers 
do not have to strike bone to fragment (they are designed that 

way, and such ammo is illegal for warfare). So understand: fragments 
do not mean bones were hit (it could have that meaning only if it were 
known that the fragments were made by a bullet like 399-- with hardened 
lead and a full metal jacket). I T 11 dig up a photo to show you this. 

In spite of my admiration for Wecht as a forensic pathologist , I think 
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he does not understand this ease very well. I think he would he exceed- 
ingly competent in listening to arguments and approving or disapproving 
them, hut I don't think he has considered all the aspects of the evidence 
available . 

Evidence from thaces on the tie and short would be definitive only 
if they showed traces of metal. The absence of metal tells absolutely 
nothing and I think it unwise to base any conclusion whatever on it. 

I would consider the absence of blood significant, however; if a project- 
ile passed out of the neck and touched the shirt and tie, blood on 
the projectile would be wiped onto the surfaces contacted. The presence 
of blood would have no meaning, for it could have dripped from JFK's 
wounds. So if speetro shows no blood, that means no exiting xx x Axxfe 
projectile. That's what speetro can show. , 

In a recent letter to Sehoener I outlined what I regarded as the 
two possibilities regarding the back wound; both involve a front-neck 
entrance : 

(a) JFK struck in the front-neck by a bullet that burst and sent 
a large fragment out the back, 

(b) JFK struck first in the front-neck by a small bullet that burst 
and did not exit, leaving several "minor” fragments. Struck 
second by a bullet in the back that did not penetrate deeply. 

I favor (b) because of Frazier 1 s testimony that hole in jacket showed 
copper traces and because G-len Bennett said he saw JFK hit in the back 
(Bennett was not looking at JFK when the first shot was fired. 

I have written to Itek for their work on Bix/Eife. I don't have 
the address handy and can't send it now. I understand, however, that 
they are sold out. 



Unless I hear otherwise from you, I assume that the Braden mentioned 
in the copy of the letter that you sent me is the 

Braden who was arrested in the Dal -Tex after the shooting. If more 
develops on this, please keep me informed 



Still, 




